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There are the following objections:

(i) An island in the Aegean would be ideal for
the purpose,of illicit Jewish immigration,
not only by geographical situation, but also
by the fact that in this respect the Greek
administration and police have shown them-
selves corrupt or incompetent, and Greek
caique owners and #ga ers clever and un-
scrupulous.

(ii)

(iii)

Greece is struggling with civil war, politic(
and financial instability and -ej grave
difficulties as to transport and food supplies
Must anything more be added to her burden?
It is to our advantage that one of the
weakest countries in the world, where we are
involved, should be saddled with the
inevitable administrative and other problems?

The Greeks are extremely su
foreigners, especially if t
central European countries
Soviet sphere of influence.
particular sympathy for the

spicious of all
hey come from
now within the

They have no
Jews and even
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t the ,oundaton of
Cyprus has caused
is. most unlikely a

Sell o allow the
to be entirely run

(iv)

detention camps for Jews in
bad feeling in Greece. It
t any rate that they would
private sale of an island
by foreigners.

Uninhabited Greek islandsare barren and
waterless; only a very few small islands are
privately-owned. No Greek Government would
be likely to allow the removal of Greeks from
an island to make ram for Jews.

In conclusion,I do not think there is the slightest
likelihood of the Greek state consenting to negotiate,
or allowing private individuals to negotiate, the cessio
of a Greek island for this purpose. In addition to
this, there will seem to be serious objections from the
British point of view, for the reasons outlined in
paragraphs (i) and (ii) above.
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e discussed the
bright idea about isl
me to let you have a
which you can consult
concerned.

other day:
.:nds in the
note about

the Foreig

Ra'bbi Dr. Schenfald's
agan, and you asked

it on the basis of
n Office Departments

I believe you already know of Dr. Schonfeld's
proposition, now turned down by the ,est Indian
Government concerned, that a small uninhabited island
in the Bahamas (I believe it was) should be acquired by
his organisation (the Chief Rabbi's Religious Emergency
,ouncil) as a place of rehabilitation for Jewish

Displaced Persons pending their permanent resettlement
elsewhere, principally in the United States.

Largely at my instance this proposition received
support in the Colonial Office on the ground that
any overt, legitimate Jewish initiative to find
non-Zionist solutions for the disposal of their D.P. 's
should be encouraged. Unfortunately for local reasons,
the .est Indian Government concerned were not
encouraging, and finally the owners of the island
refused to sell.

This turned Rabbi Schenield's thoughts to other
possible islands.- Having dismissed the westernn Pacific
as too distant and the Scottish Isles as too cold, he
came to the conclusion that the one possibility of
achieving his object lies in the purchase from the Greek

/or
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or other Gove rnment concern
existing private owners 4as1
of an island in the Qgetnc
He would not ask for offici
negotiat ions, but would natz
beforehand whether the, Fore:

bh - ,. -,", ., _ -,
o jecLions which he
going forward withI
as I understand it,
some small island a
to which Jewish D.P.
would then be in a I
was entirely Jewish.
in an alien land,.
not come
simply to
non-Jews.

ought t(
his scher
simply I
Jewish R-

. 's could
place , hc

and not
Sovereign

into the question:
establish a place

ed, or from the
th case may be
or,*the Dodecanese.
al support in the
rally like -to know
ign Office see
o consider before
ne. The idea is,
to establish on
Zehabiii nation Centre,
I be taken. They
ever smallwhich

in some small reserve
;nty would, of course

the desideratum is
where there are no

For my part, though I don't entirely likethe rela-tive nearness to Palestine of the islandin question, in view of the possibility of Zionistcontacts and infiltration, I see no strong objectionto the proposal. I should be -lad to know what othink of~onsultation with the foreign Office 4Departments conc erned. Rabbi 3chOnfeld's desireis simply to have some idea how his project isviewed in official circles before he proceedsfurther with it.
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2lonso refer to y :ur letter Of the 15th Augtwt
hout Dr. Jcion: ld's sug;estion that a Greek islnrd

in the Aegoan or the Dodecanese should be purchased as
a Jewish Ro ..iitrtio oCentre for Jewish displaced
p rona,.

6. v

) ti

.Ti suggestign appears to uS to be opena to
ob-J 4ct ins:

T hprsence of Jewish displaced persons on an
in te !&ogernrn would gre'Ttly facilitte the task
orAiers of Jewish illegal immi-"tion.

(b) The ocks are suspicious of all fore igners nnd,
in pnrticulr, of those coming from Central wurope.
They have c gr.at yrpathy for displaced Jews and
recent thoir presence in Cyprus. It seems most unlikely
that the rook Government would sell or permit the sle
of an inl.ad to be run entirely by foreigners.

(c) *Oly
while tLhO

the remov1l

n VOry few siali islands are privately
tha nre uninhabited are barren and

;o Greek Governmnmnt would be likely to
of Grecks to mike rooi for Jewo.

owned

allow

TrnfordL 2;it, .sq.,
2olonia~<l Office.

(i ' 7 10/7 >10/ 31)
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(d) jTh n island would inevita bly become an
applc o.K i ord nmonvg Greek politicians, therie1r
adding ty t dotth sc2ral atate of unsettledness in
trec nn detrcting from the value of the economic,
political nd iccurity rme;asurc which the
ameicanor{ :nd Ourselves are trying' to take to prevent

re c roualip in: behind the Iron Curtain.

3. Brief, therefore, it is most unlikely that the
,ree koverimnt would ngree to this proposal. 3o long

as we oan in in Pnlestine, moreover, it would be
naninot .,Ur it" roots to support it for the reason iven,
nd pnrticlnxly those in paragrnph 2 (r) sbove.

(i. eeley)


